AFS 150t Anniversary



Mission

o

MAINTAIN AN
ASSOCIATION OF
PERSONS INVOLVED IN
THE PROTECTION OF
WATERSHEDS, WATER
QUALITY, AND
AQUATIC HABITAT
AND IN THE
ABATEMENT OF
WATER POLLUTION
AND AQUATIC
HABITAT AND
WATERSHED
DETERIORATION

4

ENCOURAGE
IMPROVED
PROFESSIONAL AND
TECHNICAL
STANDARDS IN THE
INVESTIGATION,
ABATEMENT, AND
REGULATION OF
WATER POLLUTION,
AQUATIC HABITAT,
AND WATERSHED
PROBLEMS

@

FOCUS ATTENTION ON
WATERSHED, AQUATIC
HABITAT, AND WATER
QUALITY CONCERNS
BY CONDUCTING
SYMPOSIA,
WORKSHOPS AND
PROJECTS,
COLLECTING AND
ASSEMBLING
INFORMATION FOR
PUBLICATION, AND
DISTRIBUTING
RESULTS TO SOCIETY
MEMBERS AND THE
PUBLIC

o

PROMOTE
DEVELOPMENT AND
USE OF
STANDARDIZED
PROCEDURES AND
TECHNIQUES FOR
INVESTIGATING AND
REGULATING WATER
QUALITY, AQUATIC
HABITAT, AND
WATERSHED
PROBLEMS




AFS Water Quality
Section

Water quality has
long been an
important concern
for fisheries
scientists

The Water Quality
Section has
provided important
content for AFS
and fisheries
professional for the
past 40 years

AFS had a Standing
Committee on the
topic for many
years prior to
formation of the
Water Quality
Section (WQS)

In a changing
climate the
importance of
water quality and
fisheries cannot be
understated
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzyYCuY161E


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FzyYCuY161E

Environmental
Movement gets a
jumpstart in 1962
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Remember every time someone tells you
Big Government is not the answer and
husiness will Solve the probilem Iselr..

A

o

polluted area of the Androscoggin River near the border between Maine
nd New Hampshire, June 1973. as, Ste cker/US Na 3 Archive

This is what the Cuyahoga River in Cleveland
looked like in 1967 before the creation
of the EPA and Clean Water Act.
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An aerial view of poliuted water in Puerto Rico, February 1970.
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The Water Quality Act, the first federal legislation requiring states to set water
quality standards, became law in the mid-1960s.

Betty Klaric, an environmental reporter for the Cleveland Press, on a boat
Craiacand Dain Mas Vark Mo 07T A i Teo o 81 diocl A b holding a wine glass of Cuyahoga River water. Courtesy of Cleveland State

University, Michael Schwartz Library, Spedal Collections

A channel is choked with waste at the Municipal Incineration Plant at

A polluted stream near Telluride, Colorado, May 1972. oy Norton

https://www.businessinsider.com/vintage-epa-photos-reveal-us-waterways-before-pollution-was-regulated-2019-6?fbclid=IwAR2x5ihu8-fbpaQHheHTFekH5HApB1XXiiQnoKY3Fi90xNgLC60tZseHykY



https://www.businessinsider.com/vintage-epa-photos-reveal-us-waterways-before-pollution-was-regulated-2019-6?fbclid=IwAR2x5ihu8-fbpaQHheHTFekH5HApB1XXiiQnoKY3Fi90xNqLC6OtZseHykY

Like most things in our society, especially those dealing with our environment, it
takes a crisis to get any committed action for improvement.

Trash and old tires litter the shore of the Baltimore Harbor, January 1973. Jim
Pickerell/Documerica/US National Archives

An EPA-supervised clean-up of an oll slick on the San Juan River in October
1972. Dawd Heer/National Archives

An outflow pipe at the Oxford Paper Company Miil on the Androscoggin
River in Maine, June 1973. Charles Steinhacker/US National Archives

-//www.businessinsider.com/vintage- -photos-reveal-us-waterwavs-before-pollution-was-regulated-2019-6?fbclid=IwAR2x5ihu8-fbpaQHheHTFekH5HAPB1XXiiQnoKY3Fi90xNaLC60tZseHvkY



https://www.businessinsider.com/vintage-epa-photos-reveal-us-waterways-before-pollution-was-regulated-2019-6?fbclid=IwAR2x5ihu8-fbpaQHheHTFekH5HApB1XXiiQnoKY3Fi90xNqLC6OtZseHykY

Serious commitment in the regulatory arena did not begin until the Cuyahoga
River in Ohio caught fire (not the first time) on 22 June 1969

oy

View of semi-submerged automobile wreckage lining the shore of acu rve of
the Cuyahoga River (looking south), near Jaite, Ohio, 1968. A railroad bridge
is visible In the background. Alfred Fiseastaedt/ The LIFF Pcture

Collecthon/Getty Images
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https://www.smithsonianmag.com/history/cuyahoga-river-caught-fire-least-dozen-times-no-one-cared-until-1969-180972444/

Oil burns on Cuyshoga River fiats in Mareh 1951, Courfesy of Cavelond Stat
Joneraty, Michasl Schwartz Licrary, Special Colecthons

https://www.businessinsider.com/vintage-epa-photos-reveal-us-waterwayvs-before-pollution-was-regulated-2019-6?fbclid=IwAR2x5ihu8-fbpaQHheHTFekH5HAPB1XXiiQnoKY3Fi90xNaLC60tZseHvkY


https://www.businessinsider.com/vintage-epa-photos-reveal-us-waterways-before-pollution-was-regulated-2019-6?fbclid=IwAR2x5ihu8-fbpaQHheHTFekH5HApB1XXiiQnoKY3Fi90xNqLC6OtZseHykY

* The National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) took effect in January 1970

* The Clean Water Act, amended in 1977,
incorporated the Federal Water
Pollution Control Act Amendments of
1972 and changed legislative focus from
general water quality to criteria for
pollutants toxic to aquatic life

e Orientation shifted from human health to
concern for aquatic life

* to restore and maintain chemical,
physical, and biological integrity of our
nation’s waters, including the
improvement of water quality for the
protection and propagation of fish,
shellfish, and wildlife

https://www.flickr.com/photos/usepagov/albums/72157713508912198



In 1976, Howard Johnson
(chair of Water Quality
Committee) arranged an
organizational meeting at the
annual AFS meeting in
Dearborn, Michigan to create
Water Quality Section

The Water Quality Section
was chartered in 1977 as the
fourth Section within AFS
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new section for Water Qualizyém_{hiﬁii Abate
rested in receiving information on th
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